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Proposition

from the 2007 Yokohama Convention of Association for Children’s Environment

Main Theme: “Children, City and Adults: Let Us Open the Door of Opportunity”

The participants of the 2007 Convention of Association for Children’s Environment held at the City of Yokohama 

Open Port Memorial Hall in Yokohama on 27-29 April, 2007, Considering active deliberation through three 

symposiums including International Symposium, eight sectional meetings, poster sessions, a workshop, an 

excursion and other events organized under the main theme of “Children, City and Adults: Let Us Open the

Door of Opportunity” and having recorded the total enrollment of some 550, Recognizing the importance of the 

community, or the city or the region, raising children and the children raised as such raising the community, or the 

city or the region, in turn, Bearing in mind that it is essential for both children and adults, in all levels of a parent 

child relationship, family, school, community, city, nation and international communities, to have physical, social 

and psychological spaces in common with pleasure, to share understanding toward problem solving, and to take 

positive action, Have agreed upon the following three proposals and have made an appeal to the public for

their promotion:

1. Let Us Build the Community for Children to Play Together in Groups

We seldom see children playing in groups in streets, open fields, vacant lots or others today, wherever in 

a city or in a rural area. This is not because children do not want to play outside any more but because it 

is getting more and more difficult for them to find places to play at ease outside home. Our community is 

neither a place for children to comfortably stay in nor one stimulating an adventurous spirit for play any 

longer, and has been undergoing a transfiguration into one filled with vehicles and dangers of being 

implicated in the crime committed by stranger adults. To recover places accommodating children’s needs 

such as loitering on their way home from school and playing together in groups, all parties involved

without delay shall reconsider our present society giving automobile the highest priority and shall strive 

for the building of communities expanding human relations.

2. Let Us Build the Community Livable for Both Children and Adults

Urbanization and industrialization in progress to date have reduced places for children playing together 

in groups, frolicking happily and participating in activities. This may be viewed as a negative 

inheritance of adults’ society only pursuing functionalism and efficiency. To recover the community with 

children playing, adults themselves at first shall share an understanding that children’s issues are at 

the same time adults’ issues, realize the value of truly affluent living, and take the first step of getting it 

back. Let us open the door of opportunity!

3. Let Us Build the Child- and Family-Friendly Community

The community in our cities is not just a working place but is a place to live in, to meet others, to make 

exchanges, and to communicate information and views. In developing countries, utmost priority might 

be given to productivity and functionalism. To be fully developed, however, the community in our cities 

shall offer spaces suitable not only for living but also for the exchange of various generations and 

multiple cultural values, and shall mature into the child- and family-friendly place to live in. It shall 

accommodate all generations of children, youths, adults and aged persons as well as foreigners, etc., and

accept diverse values in a symbiotic relationship. It needs hardly be said that attention to children and 

families is an indispensable requirement of building matured communities.

May, 2007

President of ACE, SENDA Mitsuru

Director of the 2007 Convention of ACE, TAKAHASHI Masaru


