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Proposal from the Annual meeting of the Association for Children’s Environment, 2005

Toward safer, healthier environment for children

Recently more restriction has been put on children’s free, active behaviors for fear of accidents and crimes, having
children isolated from local community .This is no desirable.

It is a pressing need to construct an accident-free, crime-free environment by reconsidering urban-,
social-environment in terms of children’s safety and health. The Association for Children’s Environment
discussed in its 2005 annual meeting the safe, healthy environment for children, involving foreign scientists and
children. It emphasized the necessity of further international collaboration on the issue, and confirmed over the
discussion in the children’s symposium that adults are called to account, for having made undesirable
environments for children. Every child has a right to live a safe, healthy life, and every adult bears the
responsibility for ensuring the right.

Based on the discussion at the meeting, the Association hereupon proposes the following five points, and appeals

them to all the persons concerned

1. Promote placement of play-facilitator, an outdoor play supporter, to a park to promote children’s play and
sports
Children have been kept away from outdoor plays as those in the park, due to the change in their life style,
worrying accidents and crimes, and children’s inclination for indoor play. In order to activate outdoor play,
which helps nurse children’s safety ability and health Not only the improvement of park but placement of
facilitators and the networking among them are necessary which serve children’s outdoor activity and
encourage community people to be involved in the local activity

2. Put restriction on the traffic on a life road, and regenerate the street as a space for children’s play and for local
community:.

A street used to be the most familiar space for children’s play and also the place for local community activity.
Increase in the traffic with urbanization has deprived them of the street. In Europe there are cities where
traffic accidents decreased by 80 percent after introduction of car-pedestrian coexistence road and those
where speed-limit of 30 km/h over 50 percent of life road is introduced. It is necessary to put restriction on
the traffic to protect children from traffic accidents and to regain children’s play on the road and the local
community on the street.

3. Improve living environment for children’s growth from the standpoint of their safety and health.

Children’s living environments nowadays are not fully improved nor are ensured their safe and healthy lives
in the urban development where economy and efficacy are given a priority. Children’s accidents occur
repeatedly in the house, in the city, though most of them are preventable. There is a strong need to improve
living environment in terms of children’s safety and health.

4. Promote school-based local community activity in order to ensure the safety of school and the community.
School children nowadays tend to be isolated in the school for their safety, but the safety should be ensured
by the community. School-based activation of local community as “community school” should be enforced for
the safety of children at school and in the community.

5. Protect children from excessive information, making them not to live a passive life against information.

Too much information definitely affects children’s mind and sensitivity. They become passive/receptive to
information, can’t distinguish virtual reality from real world. It is important to understand that the
information media have a tie-down effect on children while it can cultivate intellect and sensitivity of
children. Children therefore should be protected from excessive information.
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