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Proposition
The 5th Annual Meeting of Association for Children’s Environment in Tokai, 2008,
Organized under the Main Theme of
Through Children’s Eyes: Give Me a Dream, Tumble with Me, Don’t Be Mean

The participants of the 5th Annual Meeting of Association for Children’s Environment in Tokai held at Aichi
International Year of the Child Memorial Hall and the Nagoya Institute of Technology on 25-27 April, 2008,

Considering active deliberation through an international symposium, an international panel discussion, three
symposiums, three panel discussions, two workshops, a series of poster sessions, an excursion and many other
events organized under the main theme of “Through Children’s Eyes: Give Me a Dream, Tumble with Me, Don’t Be
Mean,”

Recognizing the importance of accurately understanding regular messages sent from children and of
appropriately respecting their points of view and sensibility in developing their growing environments,

Bearing in mind that our common aim is the environment in which children and adults together may discuss our
pleasant dreams for the future,

Have agreed upon the following five proposals and have made an appeal to the public for their promotion:

1. Let Children and Adults Talk on Dreams Together
Children are torchbearers of our future, yet they are often said to have no dreams, reflecting our society
today. Adults should talk with children on dreams and help them develop their own dreams for the new future.

2. Let Children and Adults Play Together
Play has an intrinsic value of raising child-society and adult-child relationships in addition to raising
children. Now that playing has been lost in our society, adults’ playing with children may contribute to nurturing
ourselves and to building new future in collaboration with them.

3. Children’s Points of View and Identity Should Be Respected
Children are neither small nor incomplete adults. They have sensibility, intelligence, ways of thinking,
and senses of values different from adults. Children should be encouraged, but should not be urged, to express
their fertile individuality, initiative and activity. Adults should give them a helping hand in creating their own
new future.

4. Environment of Children of Foreign Workers in Japan Should Be Better Understood and Improved
Children of foreign workers in Japan are often placed in harsh living conditions. Language barriers,
custom differences, economic disparities and many other problems prevent them from free communication and
hinder their integration into friends and the local community. We should face up to this reality and extend our
efforts to understand and improve children’s environment to foreign workers in Japan.

5. All Children Should Have Free-To-Play Environment Guaranteed
Children gain their ability in their environments. Sympathy with others, social competence and
avoidance of various risks are among essential abilities for life developed through play and all the related
experience in actual life. Excessive anxiety about risks, which tends to drive parents into restricting the behavior
of children, is likely to hinder the development of their ability otherwise acquired through experience. We should
guarantee free-to-play environment for all children.

May, 2008
President of ACE  SENDA Mitsuru
Director of the 5th Annual Meeting of ACE  MATSUMOTO Nagji

4



